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                                            XPP: Why are PDF files published with the Direct to PDF option much larger than the same files that use psfmtdrv with distiller?
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                                                            Scope/Environment
                                                        


                                                        XPP
                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            Question
                                                        


                                                        	With XPP 8.4 users create Postscript files, then distill them with Adobe Distiller.
With XPP 9.x, users are creating PDF files using Direct to PDF with XPP 9.4.
The PDFs created with divpdf are about 3 times larger than ones created from the same data with psfmtdrv and a distiller.
Postscript to PDF command:

psfmtdrv -bars -efd1 -nhdr -ogb -trctldefault -pdfmark -delspool -level2

Users have not found any options for controlling the compression other than the switch in the PDF spec.
Is there any way to get the size of the Direct to PDF files smaller?



                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                        
                                                            Answer
                                                        


                                                        	No, there is no output switch to compress graphics with the divpdf program and divpdf, by default, downloads fonts into the PDF file which is why the file is larger.

PDF files can be compressed after creation using tools built into a PDF Editor such as Adobe Acrobat Professional. Research on that will need to be done directly with the PDF Editor vendor.  Please see these web pages for additional information or search the web for other resources.
Adobe: https://helpx.adobe.com/acrobat/using/optimizing-pdfs-acrobat-pro.html 
PDF XChange: https://www.pdf-xchange.com/knowledgebase/289-How-do-I-reduce-the-file-size-of-documents-in-PDF-Xchange

PDF files generated with divpdf are going to be bigger than those generated with psfmtdrv+distiller but divpdf processes faster. There are two immediate reasons for the larger file size:
	there is no output switch to compress graphics with the divpdf program
		using compressed images may be an option to help with file size.


	
	by default, fonts are downloaded into the PDF file


When publishing to PDF with psfmtdrv and distiller, it is optional to download/embed fonts (-efd#) in the PDF file and optional to use the -level2 option to compress image data.
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